THE GRATEFUL NEGRO

Hector, when he coolly reflected on what had passed between
him and Caesar, could not help admiring the frankness and
courage with which he had avowed his change of sentiments.
By this avowal Csesar had in fact exposed his own life to the
most imminent danger, from the vengeance of the conspirators,
who might be tempted to assassinate him who had their lives
in his power. Notwithstanding the contempt with which, in
the first moment of passion, he had treated his friend, he was
extremely anxious that he should not break off all connection
with the conspirators. He knew that Csesar possessed both
intrepidity and eloquence, and that his opposition to their
schemes would perhaps entirely frustrate their whole design.
He therefore determined to use every possible means to bend
him to their purposes.

He resolved to have recourse to one of those personsl who,

1 The enlightened inhabitants of Europe may, perhaps, smile at the
superstitious credulity of the negroes, who regard those ignorant beings
called Obeah people with the most profound respect and dread ; who believe
that they hold in their hands the power of good and evil fortune, of health
and sickness, of life and death. The instances which are related of their
power over the minds of their countrymen are so wonderful, that none but
the most unquestionable authority could make us think them credible.
The following passage, from Edwards' History of the West Indies, is
inserted to give an idea of this strange infatuation :

" In the year 1760, when a very formidable insurrection of the Koro-
mantyn or Gold Coast negroes broke out, in the parish of St. Mary, and
spread through almost every other district of the island, an old Koro-
mantyn negro, the chief instigator and oracle of the insurgents in that
parish, who had administered the fetish, or solemn oath, to the conspirators,
and furnished them, with a magical preparation, which was to render them
invulnerable, was fortunately apprehended, convicted, and hung up with
all his feathers and trumperies about him ; and his execution struck the
insurgents with a general panic, from which they never afterwards re-
covered. The examinations, which were taken at that period, first opened
the eyes of the public to the very dangerous tendency of the O&eah practices ;
and gave birth to the law which was then enacted for their suppression
and punishment; but neither the terror of this law, the strict investigation
which has since been made after the professors of Obi, nor the many
examples of those who, from time to time, have been hanged or transported,
have hitherto produced the desired effect. A gentleman, on his returning
to Jamaica, in the year 1775, found that a great many of his negroes had
died during his absence ; and that, of such as remained alive, at least one
half were debilitated, bloated, and in a very deplorable condition. The
mortality continued after his arrival; and two or three were frequently
buried in one day ; others were taken ill, and began to decline under the
same symptoms. Every means was tried, by medicine and the most
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